
An Evolutionary Approach to the Twin Problems of 
Failed States and Nation-Building 

A Working Conference Organized by the Evolution Institute 
 

List of participants  

Co-organizers 

Peter Turchin (University of Connecticut and the Evolution Institute). Evolutionary 
Science. Author of War and Peace and War: The Life Cycles of Imperial Nations (2007, 
Plume)  

Carleton Coon (career diplomat, retired). Served as Ambassador to Nepal. Author of One 
Planet, One People: Beyond "Us vs. Them"  (2004, Prometheus)  

Jerry Lieberman (the Evolution Institute). Political science. Member of the Board of 
Directors of the Evolution Institute. 

Josiah Ober (Stanford) Ancient history and political science. Author of Mass and Elite in 
Democratic Athens (1991, Princeton) and Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and 
Learning in Classical Athens (2010, Princeton) 

Walter Scheidel (Stanford University). History, demography, ancient empires. Editor of 
Rome and China: Comparative Perspectives on Ancient World Empires (2009, Oxford), 
and The Dynamics of Ancient Empires: State Power from Assyria to Byzantium (2010, 
Oxford; with Ian Morris) 

Participants 

Thomas Barfield (Boston University). Anthropology. Interactions between nomadic 
pastoralists and settled agriculturalists. Author of Afghanistan: A Cultural and Political 
History (2010, Princeton). 

Jenna Bednar (Michigan). Political Science. Institutions, stability of federal states. Author 
of The Robust Federation: Principles of Design (2009, Cambridge University Press). 

Jane A. Coon (career diplomat, retired). Former Ambassador to Bangladesh; former 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for South Asia. 

Francis Fukuyama (Stanford). Political Science. Author of The Origins of Political 
Order: From Prehuman Times to the French Revolution (2011, Farrar, Straus & Giroux) 
and State-Building:  Governance and World Order in the 21st Century (Ithaca:  Cornell 
University Press, 2004).    

Murray Gell-Mann (Santa Fe Institute). One of the founders of the science of complexity. 
Nobel Prize (Physics). Author of The Quark and the Jaguar: Adventures in the Simple 
and the Complex (1995, St. Martin Griffin) 

Antonio Giustozzi (the Crisis Research Centre, London School of Economics). A 
specialist on tribes and warlords in Afghanistan, author of Empires of Mud: The Neo-
Taliban Insurgency in Afghanistan 2002-2007 (2009, Columbia) 

David Laitin (Stanford University). Political Science: Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil 
War. Author of Nations, States, and Violence (2007, Oxford University Press) 



Steven A. LeBlanc (Harvard). Anthropology, warfare in small-scale societies. Author of 
Constant Battles: Why We Fight (2004, St. Martin-Griffin) 

Michael Malinowski (career diplomat, retired). Former Anbassador to Nepal, also served 
as a political affairs analyst on South Asia in INR. 

Ian Morris (Stanford). Ancient history, archaeology. Author of Why the West Rules--for 
Now: The Patterns of History, and What They Reveal About the Future (2010, Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux) 

Ronald E. Neumann (career diplomat, retired). Former Ambassador to Afghanistan, 
Algeria, and Bahrain. Author of The Other War: Winning and Losing in Afghanistan 
(2009, Potomac Books) 

Suzanne Olds (USAID). Senior Foreign Service Officer, serving as Director of the 
USAID program in Mazar-e-Sharif (Afghanistan), and previously in USAID programs in 
Pakistan, West Bank/Gaza, Poland, and Caucasus. 

Peter J. Richerson (UC Davis). Evolutionary Science; Cultural Evolution. Autor of Not 
By Genes Alone: How Culture Transformed the Evolutionary Process (with Robert Boyd; 
2006,  University of Chicago Press) 

David Sloan Wilson (Binghamton University and the Evolution Institute). Evolutionary 
Science. Author of Evolution for Everyone: How Darwin's Theory Can Change the Way 
We Think About Our Lives  (2007, Random House)  

Moeed W. Yusuf (U.S. Institute of Peace). South Asia Advisor/specialist, political 
economy and security. Editor (with Adil Najam) of South Asia 2060: Imagining 
Alternative Futures (2012, Anthem). 


